
 1 

 
 

From the Unknown Outward – The Work of Kevin King 

 
 Kevin King’s paintings mirror his fascination with the various life forms and objects 

this world has to offer. He is a collector, who seeks earthly conundrums, be it in the shape 

of a dried poppy capsule, an insect’s metallic armor or an exotic bird. In his work, he frames 

these collectibles as what they are: glimpses of the sublime. Through the act of painting, 

King pays homage to his subjects and provides them with a new life and longevity. Over the 

years, he has assembled a vast collection of found and gifted objects that are stored in his 

studio. Dead butterflies with their wings spread, tree branches, seeds and beetles for 

example are carefully kept in boxes, waiting to be re-discovered and even re-invented 

through painting. King pulls from this source to create otherworldly scenarios, in which 

creatures and plant life are fused together in harmony. His compositions are complex and 

show an incredible devotion to detail.  

 

 
Detail View of the King’s Studio 

 
 While his language is representation, his paintings are not representative of reality. 

He combines and alters his subjects according to his aesthetic and compositional concerns 

instead of simply illustrating what is before him. Meanwhile, his work exhibits an astonishing 

skillfulness in recognizing even minute characteristics that make up the extraordinary 

texture of nature. King’s paintings are products of his free-flowing meditation on the objects 

he has selected for each specific work. To him, painting is a form of contemplation and a  
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transformative agent. Through painting, his subjects receive symbolic meaning as each 

reflects the magic of creation.   

 

 King’s work process is four-fold. He starts with loose drawing. These are sketches, in 

which each object’s general placement is only briefly addressed. Following is the 

construction of elaborate three-dimensional boxes, inside which the actual objects are 

carefully placed. At this stage, some of the artist’s manipulations begin. Some of the objects 

might be fused together to generate new formations, for example. When the composition is 

determined, King begins to play with lighting, drawing the most expressive potential from 

the box not unlike a theatre stage. The last step before the actual painting starts is an 

elaborate drawing that captures the precise size of the intended work and gives much 

thought to shading.  

 

 
Detail View of the King’s Studio 

 
King paints on copper, using oils. These materials provide him with a smooth surface that 

allows for masterfully rendered detail.  

 

 In a conversation with Kevin King in his studio, he addresses some of the thoughts 

behind his subjects, his working process, and explains his preference for materials. King’s 

inspirational sources are as eclectic as the things he collects. Carl Jung and Joseph Campbell 

are important schools of thought. He refers to one fundamental belief of Campbell's, for 

example, that all spirituality is a search for the same basic, unknown force from which  
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everything came, within which everything currently exists, and into which everything will 

eventually return. Underneath the strikingly colorful surfaces, much of King’s work honors 

the core of this idea: life is an all-inspiring mystery. In today’s world, where contemporary 

media and steadily improving technology constantly enhance life’s pace, King’s work 

appears as the opposite. His work requires the viewer to take time and to carefully observe 

the different characteristics that make each element extraordinary. 

 

 One also needs to discuss King in context with the Surrealists. King shares their 

interest in dreams as gateways to the unconscious and hence, to larger truths. In addition, 

King’s technique of fusing his subjects into unusual constellations reflects the Surrealist 

technique of irrational juxtaposition. King’s paintings are metaphors, not for specific stories, 

but for the spirituality in general that defines this world. He creates poetry from nature. 

Meanwhile his visual inspirations are manifold. One recurring interest of his is ancient 

Islamic art, especially tiles and miniature painting. King is observant and absorbent of the 

many treasures this world has to offer and his paintings reflect the joy and awe that these 

things provoke in him. 

 

 
Detail View of the King’s Studio 

 

 

 

 

 


